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hopeful young tragic poet, that there is in the Ke-hearsal both a sleeping scene, and a yawning one, incomparably well written, which I would advise him to have before his eyes, while he can keep them open.
I condole with the ingenious author of " Love in a "hollow tree,"* who must, indisputably, resign the comic scenes to Sir A. B. C.
As I am persuaded these two young writers will have the stage entirely to themselves, I most humbly represent it to the Lord Chamberlain, as a piece of justice, to have their labours equally divided between the managers of the two only theatres now subsisting. The comedy, I believe, must belong to Mr. Rich; for, I presume, Sir A. B. C. after the distinguished zeal he has manifested for the Protestant religion, in opposition to the attempts of Mr. Ward, would by no means aid and abet a person of Mr. Fleetwood's principles of religion.
Having said thus much to my two friends, to whom I give my word I will never say anything more, I cannot conclude, without addressing myself a little to their patron and paymaster. He has certainly parts, a pretty turn to waggery, a little coarse indeed, but yet not without salt; and one must allow him to be what Tully allowed Ntevius, "scurra non pcurum
* This comedy, first printed in 1705, was by Lord Gnmston, who afterwards became BO much ashamed of his performance as to bay up all the copies Yet he did not succeed in his object, since, during an election contest against him at St. Albans, Sarah, Duchess of Marl-borough, who was keen upon the opposite side, caused the play to be reprinted, with a frontispiece of an elephant dancing on a rope. Swift, in his poem " On Poetry," written in 1788, declares, that on Black-more's death,
"The leaden crown devolved to thee,
11 Great poet of the hollow tree!"